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Activities

SECTION I

1.

a) What does chess consist in? What does life consist in?

b) Is life similar to chess? Why (not)? How could sunrise and the origins of chess be

linked?

c) How come Borges speaks about some god behind God?

2.

a) When does the soul reason best? Can truth be contemplated through the senses?

How are Ideas grasped? (Nº 1)

b) How could we distinguish Ideas from particulars? Which two kinds of existence are

there? (Nº 2)

c) What are the soul and the body like according to this scheme? Explain the way they

bond. (Nº 2)

d) What is the lover of learning able to achieve when he departs from life? Why? (Nº

3)

3.

a) Match items on the left with those on the right bearing Plato’s analogy in mind:

1) What is intellected.                                   a) Generation, growth and nourishment.

2) Knowledge.     b) Light.

3) Opinion.      c) The Sun.

4) Truth.           d) Sight.

5) Existence and being.     e) What is seen.

6) The Good.     f) Darkness.

b) Is the Good beyond being? Justify your answer.

4.

a) Why does Descartes intend to destroy all his former opinions? Does it have to do

with science? (Nº 1) 
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b) Should he doubt what is not fully undubitable as much as what is blatantly false?

Why (not)? How will he avoid the endless task of attacking each single “brick” of the

“building” individually? (Nº 1) 

c) What does prudence dictate regarding the senses? (Nº 1) 

d) What are the Evil Genius’ intentions? What is Descartes’ strategy against him? (Nº

2)

e) What has Archimedes taught Descartes? (Nº 3) 

f) If  everything seems false, what truth then is left? Is it  that nothing is certain, or

rather that the doubter cannot but exist? (Nº 3)

g) What does Descartes find out concerning certain properties of, for instance, the

triangle? How come this relates to proving God’s existence? (Nº 4)

5.

a) Where does the idea of God come from? 

b) Where do ideas in general come from?

6.

a) Are we able to cognize the existence of sensuous objects? Why (not)?

b) Are we able to cognize the existence of objects of pure thought? Why (not)?

7.

Explain why the dream world may be considered the origin of all metaphysics.

8.

a) What does the death of God imply?

b) What could the Madman be talking about when he says we, His murderers, might

have thus become gods?

9.

a) Describe  conceptual  mummies  based  philosophical  Egyptianism.  Explain  the

following formula: “being > becoming”.  Which role do the senses play in the eyes of

the traditional dogma? Why is history characterized as belief in the lie? What the heck

is “monotono-theism”? (Nº 1)

b) Nietzsche is clearly refering to Plato’s philosophy. Elaborate on this fact. (Nº 1)
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c) What are the distinguishing marks of the “true world”? Explain how the “actual

world”  ends  up  being  contradicted  by  those  who  cling  to  the  phantasmagoria  of

“another”, “better” life; what does their approach suggest with respect to the way time

on Earth is valued?  (Nº 2)

10.

a) What is Nietzsche pointing to when he claims nature “threw away the key”? (Nº 1)

b) How do we get to the concept of the universal, causal model according to which

particulars have been sculpted? (Nº 2)

c) What does truth have to do with illusions and craftwork? How come truthfulness is

regarded as conventionally fixed lying? (Nº 3)

d) Why are humans similar to bees? What tells one species apart from the other? (Nº

4)

e) What is actually that which thinkers pretend to have discovered? (Nº 4)

f) Why might science’s “great columbarium of concepts” be viewed as the “graveyard

of perceptions”? (Nº 5)

g) Why does the “man of action” bind his life to reason? (Nº 5)

h) What does the “scientific investigator” need shelter against? How  does  he  obtain

such shelter? (Nº 5)

i) What’s the fundamental human drive according to Nietzsche? (Nº 5)

11.

a) Explain why Nietzsche states that a “misunderstanding of the body” may be the

cause of  the unconscious disguise of  physiological  needs under the cloaks of  the

objective/ideal  performed  by  the  schools  of  thought  that  crave  for  some  “Apart,

Beyond, Outside, Above”. (Nº 1)

b) What happens when the “young soul”  abandons the “at  home” and enters the

desert alone? Describe the “great emancipation” in your own words; do not forget to

explain why it can turn into a disease. (Nº 2)

c) The “mature freedom of spirit” comes after the period desertic solitariness; explain

what it gives access to. What does “splendid health” bring about? (Nº 3)

d) What does the notion of “tools amongst other tools” speak of? (Nº 4)
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e) Why  is  “the  perspective”  essentially  unjust?  If  life  is  ruled  by  the  unfairness

encountered alongside the diversity of viewpoints, then life isn’t exactly just… Do you

agree? Justify your answer. (Nº 4)

SECTION II

1.

Explain the following meme:

2.

a) Is Dasein ever free from Being-in? How are entities able to meet up with Dasein?

(Nº 1)

b) What does Dasein’s state-of-mind give rise to? How would you describe Dasein’s

“thrownness”? How does Dasein understand itself? (Nº 2)

c) What is “fallenness” and why is it intertwined with “inauthenticity”? (Nº 2)

d) “An understanding of Being belongs to Dasein’s ontological structure”. True (T) or

false (F)? (Nº 3)

e) “Dasein’s absorption in the ‘they’ and in the world of its concern reveals Dasein’s

fleeing in the face of its authentic potentiality-for-Being-its-Self”. True (T) or false (F)?

(Nº 4)
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f) How come that in the face of which one has anxiety is Being-in-the-world as such?

What does anxiety have to do with “the obstinacy of the ‘nothing and nowhere within-

the-world’” and why does this make anxiety so different from fear? You should go into

detail about the relationship between the utter insignificance of the innerworldly and

the world in its worldhood. (Nº 5)

g) “The possibility of the ready-to-hand in general is equivalent to the world itself”.

True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 5)

h) “Everyday discourse does not tend towards concerning itself  with the ready-to-

hand”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 5)

i) “Anxiety takes away from Dasein the possibility of understanding itself, as it falls, in

terms of the ‘world’ and the way things have been publicly interpreted; and it throws

Dasein back upon that which it is anxious about (its authentic potentiality-for-Being-in-

the-world). In sum, it makes manifest its Being-free for the freedom of choosing itself

and taking hold of itself”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 5)

j) “When in falling we flee into the ‘not-at-home’ (namely, the uncanniness which lies

in Dasein), and we flee in the face of the ‘at-home’ of publicness”. True (T) or false

(F)? (Nº 5)

k) Dasein’s uncanniness is not a threat to its everyday lostness in the ‘they’”. True (T)

or false (F)? (Nº 5)

l) “Anxiety individualizes Dasein. This individualization brings Dasein back from its

falling, and makes manifest to it that authenticity and inauthenticity are possibilities of

its Being”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 5)

m) “No one can take the other’s dying away from him. Dying is something that every

Dasein itself must take upon itself at the time. Hence death is in every case mine”.

True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 6)

n) “In Dasein there isn’t any constant ‘lack of totality’ which finds an end with death”.

True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 6)

o) “Death is the possibility of the absolute impossibility of Dasein”. True (T) or false

(F)? (Nº 6)

p) “Death is  deferred to  ‘sometime later’;  the ‘they’  covers  up what  is  peculiar  in

death’s certainty: that it is possible at any moment. Thus, everyday Being-towards-

death evades the indefiniteness of its ‘when’ by conferring definiteness upon it”. True

(T) or false (F)? (Nº 6)
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q) “In the anticipatory revealing of this potentiality-for-Being, Dasein understands the

fact that death is not to be outstripped. Anticipation reveals to Dasein its lostness in

the  ‘they-self’,  and  brings it  face  to  face with  the possibility  of  being  itself  (in  an

impassioned freedom-towards-death)”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 6)

r) “Being-towards-death is not essentially anxiety”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 6)

3.

a) “It is essentially impossible to determinate that in the face of which and for which

be become anxious”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 1)

b) “Anxiety does not reveal the nothing”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 2)

c) “Where there is nothing to hold onto, pure Dasein is all that is still there”. True (T)

or false (F)? (Nº 2)

4.

Why do you think Jonas Mekas talks about “terrible decisions to make” and “terrible

steps to take”?

5.

a) Explain the following phrase: “Out of sorrow have the worlds been built, and at the

birth of a child or a star there is pain”. (Nº 1)

b) What does suffering have to do with memory and identity? Don’t you think joy can

also be memorable? Sometimes there’s no right or wrong answer. (Nº 2)

c) Oscar  Wilde  was  in  prison  when  he  wrote  De profundis,  do  you  believe  that

experience  may  have  led  him  to  conclude  that  the  world  is  made  out  of  tears?

Anyway, how could we cheer the globe up?! Thoughts? (Nº 3)

6.

a) Explain the following phrase: “The death of the other: therein lies the first death”.

(Nº 1)

b) What is love according to Levinas? Whose philosophy is he telling off when he

speaks about the reference to death? (Nº 2)

7.

a) How come Agamben says we ought to keep the stranger strange? 

51

determine



b) What does it  mean that  this stranger remains forever exposed and sealed off?

Please note the use of an oxymoron.

8.

a) Why do you think the community of lovers has as its ultimate goal the destruction of

society? How come it  entails  the possibility  of  a  disaster  carrying  within  itself  the

menace of universal annihilation?

b) What does Blanchot mean when he talks about those two beings who try to unite

only to live and to celebrate the failure of their perfect union? Why are precisely these

circumstances the cause of their forming some kind of community?

c) What’s the comedy of a “fusional or communional” understanding about?

d) What does it mean that during a night these two beings have no reason to exist

than to expose themselves totally to each other so that their common solitude may

unveil?

e) What’s  with  “the  negative  community”  (“the  community  of  those  who  have  no

community”)?

9.

Explain why we could not  love anything other than the possibility  of  ruin (than an

impossible totality).

10.

a) How come Derrida claims the highest (and somewhat contradictory) declaration of

love might be the phrase “I renounce you”?

b) What’s it  all  about with commanding the other to be free? Don’t you sense the

presence of an oxymoron?

c) Isn’t it crazy how extreme Derrida’s example is? Not only is A telling B to be free

not to answer its call but also it’s saying something like “don’t you dare answer the

next time I call you, or else we’re done”. Aren’t you confused? Could this be a literary

device or what?
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11.

a) “It is in being unattainable that love or truth touch us, for they draw their distance

near to us. Touch itself forbids touching, as it reveals what is out of reach”. True (T) or

false (F)?

b) According to Nancy, what do we hold? What are we able to retain? 

c) Explain the following advice: “Love what escapes you. Love the one who goes.

Love that he goes”.

12.

a) “Relation occurs solely by means of distinction”. True (T) or false (F)?

b) “Relation is what distinguishes beings without itself being”. True (T) or false (F)?

c) “‘There is no relation!’ = ‘In order to be, relation mustn’t be a third thing between

two; instead, it ought to display the  between  as such (namely, the  between two  by

means of which there are two)’”. True (T) or false (F)?

d) “What  is  between two is  neither  one of  the two nor  the void  which resembles

without uniting”. True (T) or false (F)?

e) “There is incommensurability if there is plurality”. True (T) or false (F)?

13.

a) Give examples of some of those socially constructed approaches towards life that

pretend to be exclusive to your gender. Do you abide by all of them? (Nº 1)

b) “The postulation of a true gender identity seems to be a sort of regulatory fiction,

inasmuch as there are no preexisting organic grounds by which what are ultimately

performative acts and attributes might be weighed”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 2)

c) “We do not act as if being a man or being a woman were something like a true,

uniform internal reality”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 3)

d) “We are not taking on a role or acting on the basis of gender expectations”. True

(T) or false (F)? (Nº 4)

e) “Gender is a kind of imitation for which there is no original, and that’s what drag

imitates”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 5)

f) “No  one  exerts  violence  against  those  who  are  nonconforming  in  their  gender

presentation”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 6)

g) “Sexual harassment law movement is fundamental and it should be the only way in

which feminism is known in the media”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 7)
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h) “In the earliest years of the AIDS crisis, no gay person had trouble visiting their

incurable partner in the hospital. They were all able to attend their funerals and mourn

them properly”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 8)

i) “The principle of academic freedom protects academia’s curricula against powers

outside the university”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 9)

j) “We  should  make  larger  and  larger  stereotypical  generalizations  about  social

groups or networks; they are truly harmless”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 10)

k) “None of us is born naked. We’re all born arbitrarily dressed up in some genital-

based manner. Costumes are given birth to along with babies”. True (T) or false (F)?

(Ru Paul’s aphorism)

l) “Everybody’s in drag”. True (T) or false (F)? (Ru Paul’s aphorism)

14.

a) “When we use a public bathroom, we end up taking a ‘gender bath’”. We reaffirm

the codes of masculinity and femininity as we urinate and/or defecate”. True (T) or

false (F)?

b) “Architecture minds simply the management of our organic dirt;  it  does not put

genres together”. True (T) or false (F)?

c) “The  hetero-capitalist  machine  wastes  nothing.  A  clever,  profitable  economic

structure turns trash into gender”. True (T) or false (F)?

d) “Toilets aren’t prescriptive gender prostheses”. True (T) or false (F)?

15.

Match items on the top with those on the bottom according to Plato’s excerpt.

1) Philosophy.

2) Gymnastics.

3) Strong bonds of friendship or society among men (“the intelligent, superior       

     gender” in the eyes of almost every society in history), aka male homosexuality.

a) Training for the body → inconvenient for power-hungry tyrants.

b) Dissident cooperative projects and insights (“two heads are better than one!”) 

     → inconvenient for power-hungry tyrants.

c) Training for the soul → inconvenient for power-hungry tyrants.
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SECTION III

1.

a) “Where total insecurity prevails, men ought to anticipate danger by increasing their

power further and further (even through invasion) if they want to subsist, for standing

only on their modest defense won’t be enough”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 1)

b) “Out of civil states (that is, in the state of nature), there is always war of everyone

against everyone, because there is no common power to keep all men in awe”. True

(T) or false (F)? (Nº 2)

c) Match items on the top with those on the bottom following Hobbes’ statement on

the connection between the notion of Time and either the nature War or the nature of

Weather (Nº 2): 

1) Foul weather. 

2) War.

3) Peace.

a) Not battle only, or the act of fighting, but a known disposition thereto, during all

     the time there is no assurance to the contrary. 

b) The state in which there isn’t any known will to contend by battle (the time when

  industry,  agriculture,  navigation,  housing,  knowledge,  temporalization,  arts,

     letters and society are possible).

c) Not a shower or two of rain, but an inclination thereto of many days together.

d) Correct the following sentence: “The passions that incline men to peace are fear of

commodious  living,  desire  of  death  and  hope  to  destroy  life  by  means  of  their

industry”. (Nº 3)

e) “In the state of nature (that is, out of civil states), all people are governed by their

own reason, which means everybody can do anything to preserve themselves. Hence

in such a condition every man has a right to every thing (even to someone else’s

body)”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 4)   

f) “The fundamental law of nature, wisely assumed by reason, says that every man

ought to endeavor peace, as far as he has hope of obtaining it; and when he cannot

obtain it, that he may seek and use all helps and advantages of war”. True (T) or false

(F)? (Nº 4)
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2.

a) What do you think about Locke’s statement on killing a thief who hasn’t done any

physical harm? Anyway, don’t you think war is not exclusive to the “state of nature”?

(Nº 1)  

b)  Why would men rather put  themselves into society than remain in the state of

nature? What’s the role of authority? Why do you think Locke says that, in a state of

nature, the only appeal is to heaven? (Nº 2)

c) “Private  property  comes  from  mixing  one’s  own  hands’  labour  with  nature’s

abundance. An item is removed from the common natural setting by someone’s work;

in other words, labour marks certain things off from the rest of the world’s contents”.

True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 3)

d) “It’s OK if there isn’t enough and as good left in common for others; spoilage is all

right, it’s no crime against humanity”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 3)

e)  “Men  should  ask  for  the  whole  species’  permission  before  gathering  what’s

necessary to live a good, healthy and comfortable life. Starvation/inanition is not an

excuse”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 3)

f) “The very law of nature that gives us property also sets limits to that property”. True

(T) or false (F)? (Nº 3)

g) “The appropriation of a plot of land is not done at the expense of any other man if

there is still as good and enough left for others. Fencing off some land doesn’t reduce

the amount of land left for everyone else”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 3)

h) “Bread, wine and cloth have nothing to do with labour. Industry does not increase

natural supplies’ value”. True (T) or false (F)? (Nº 3)

3.

a) Declare who wins and who loses (Nº 1):

1) Naked “savage man” VS. armed “civilised man”.

2) Naked “savage man” VS. naked “civilised man”. 

b) Who was the real founder of society according to Rousseau? What was the role of

“simple people” in these initial stages? (Nº 2)

c)  Express your feelings regarding the following phrase: “[...] the fruits of the earth

belong to us all, and the earth itself to nobody”. (Nº 2)

d) Rousseau and Locke are definitely not in the same page. Elaborate on this fact.
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4.

a) Why do you think Cacciari says government is art/technique?

b)  Explain the following phrase:  “Peace,  not  being true,  is  but  the organization of

conflict”.

c) “The sovereign decision, which founds law, is not a subjective decision”. True (T)

or false (F)?

d) “Sovereign is he who decides on the state of exception (namely, the state in which

law is interrupted due to an emergency), which means law is somehow dependent

upon the exclusion of law”. True (T) or false (F)?

e)  Does  universal  consensus  really  exist?  Why  (not)?  Remember  there  are  no

objective decisions (each of them is biased).

f)  Explain the following phrase: “Since there is no true peace, wanting to pursue it

means staying at war eternally”. 
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SYLLABUS

Section I: “The quest for grounds”:   

1) Borges’ poem on chess: the ludic strife and the infinite regress of final causes.  2) The

loathing of  corporal  passions in  Plato’s  theory of  knowledge: Ideas and particulars;  the

indivisible,  invisible  and  eternal  in  contrast  with  change  and  corruption;  the  body-soul

opposition. The lover of learning as the only one capable of joining the gods after dying.

The Idea of the Good and the analogy of the Sun.  3) Descartes’ hyperbolic and methodic

doubt; the distrust of the senses. The need for unshakeable foundations in order to ensure

the  correct  development  of  science.  The  evil  genius.  “Cogito,  ergo  sum”.  Immutable

properties and the ontological  argument for God’s existence.  4) The idea of God as an

unlimited  extension  of  human  virtues  in  Hume’s  empirically-based  philosophy.  Kant:

knowledge in terms of its bounds within sensible experience; the impossibility of cognizing,

a priori,  the existence of objects of pure thought.  5) Nietzsche: the dream world as the

origin of all metaphysics. The death of God and the Madman. Philosophical Egyptianism

(being  >  becoming):  conceptual  mummies;  the  sensuous  immorality  of  the  “apparent

world”; monotono-theism. Nothingness or non-being as the distinctive mark of the “true

world”  postulated  by  philosophers;  the  decadent  aversion  to  life  as  the  cause  of  such

abstract  phantasmagoria.  The  absence  of  certitude.  The  omission  of  the  distinguishing

aspects prior to the concept of the (causal?) original model. Truth as an illusion and the

posterior  forgetfulness  of  its  illusory  character.  Truth  as  conventionally  fixed lying.  The

analogy  of  bees;  conceptual  manufacturing  (artifacts).  The  tower  of  science  as  shelter

against the abyss and chaos; the action man. Creative formation of fictional metaphors as

an indispensable human impulse. The unconscious disguise of certain physiological needs

under the cloaks of the objective or ideal as a result of a philosophical misinterpretation of

the body. The "great emancipation" and desertic solitariness as a transitional state before

the  adventurer’s  "mature  freedom";  the  arrangement  of  little  world  pieces.  Life  as

inseparable from the perspective and its injustice.

  

Section II: “Human intimacies”

1) Rosenzweig: the denial of death across philosophy.  2) Heideggerian Dasein; authentic

and inauthentic existence; nullity or insignificance versus what’s been publicly interpreted;

anxiety (angst) in the face of Being-in-the-world; the “at-home”  and the “not at-home”

(uncanniness);  Being-towards-death;  possibilities  and  the  anticipatory  resolution:  self-

foundation.  3) Jonas Mekas and the pain of lost Paradises; the responsibility of decision-

making and the inner call.  The notion of a suffering personal identity exposed in Oscar

Wilde’s prison epistle. 4) Love as the fact that the death of the other affects one more than

one’s own death in Levinas’ criticism of Heidegger’s solipsist treatment. Agamben’s idea of
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love: intimacy with the forever strange and distant stranger, both exposed and sealed off.

Blanchot and the encounter between lovers as the menace of universal annihilation; the

celebration of the failure of every union; shared solitude; the community of those who have

no community (the negative community). Derrida and the love for ruins; the renunciation of

the other as a condition for respecting theirfreedom. The biblic phrase “Noli me tangere” in

Jean-Luc  Nancy’s  view;  touch  as  evidence  of  distance;  the  love  for  what  escapes.  The

“between”  that  separates  two  different  people.  Incommensurability  as  the  hallmark  of

plurality. 5) Judit Butler: the cultural construction of gender roles; performativity; the lack of

a  biologically  fixed  absolute  attribute.  Regulatory  fictions.  Violence  exerted  against

nonconformity. Feminism, the media and sexual harassment law. The principle of academic

freedom.  Stereotyping.  Corporality’s  costume.  Paul  Preciado:  the  “gender  technologies”

behind public toilet’s architectural design. 6) In Plato’s Symposium: the crush between two

intelligent  beings  as  a  threat  to  tyrannical  power  and  the  consequent  prohibition  of

amorous bonds in certain barbarian regions; the prohibition of philosophy and gymnastics.

Section III: “The organization of conflict”

1) Hobbes: the “state of nature”; the constant possibility of war of all against all; insecurity

and fear of invasion; anticipation: the increase of power at the expense of the other as a

means of conservation. The analogy between war and weather through the concept of time

in the differentiation between war and battle. Total enmity; the right of each to all things,

even to another’s body. The need for a fearsome common power in order to achieve piece;

the Civil State. The discomforts of the state of war: the impossibility of industry, agriculture,

navigation, housing, knowledge, temporalization, arts, letters, society. The fear of violent

death as the passion that enclines men to peace. The possibility of a commodious living as

the reason reason seeks peace. The Fundamental Law of Nature: “to endeavour peace even

via  war”.  2) Locke:  the  state  of  war  between  the  thief  and  the  victim;  the  attack  on

freedom.  The  “state  of  nature”:  the  lack  of  any  earthly  authority  to  decide  between

contenders; the appeal to heaven. The great risk of war as a reason to enter into society.

The annexation of one’s own work into nature’s abundance as a productive intervention

regarding the justification of property; the maxim reminding “there has to be enough and

as good left  for  others”.  Labour’s  partition of  what’s  common and the needlessness of

consent. Beneficial use and the atrocity of waste. The comforts obtained through industry.

3) Rousseau: the “noble savage” versus the evils of industrial machinery. The impostor who

said “this is  mine”.  Private property  and the establishment of  civil  society.  4) Cacciari:

government  as  art/technique.  True  peace  versus  “pax  apparens”.  The  organization  of

conflict. The allusion to Carl Schmitt: The Sovereign as the one who decides on the state of

exception.  The  impossibility  of  universal  consensus  due  to  the  primacy  of  subjective

decision-making. The pursuit of “true peace” as being at war eternally.
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